
Rookwood Weir Water Supply Scheme 
Community Information Session

30 October 2025



2 Rookwood Weir Water Supply Scheme information session

Agenda

Time Item Presenter

6:00pm 15 mins Self-serve BBQ dinner – grab a plate and take a seat -

6:15pm 5 mins Introduction and Acknowledgement of Country Melanie Sutton, Operations Manager Lower Fitzroy

6:20pm 10 mins Rookwood Weir (Managibei Gamu) operations Melanie Sutton, Operations Manager Lower Fitzroy

6:30pm 20 mins Rookwood Weir environmental program
Emma Owbridge, Senior Environmental Business Partner
Paddy Kehoe, Environmental Advisor

6:50pm 5 mins Water lettuce
Emma Owbridge, Senior Environmental Business Partner 
& Paddy Kehoe, Environmental Advisor

6:55pm 5 mins Community engagement Melanie Sutton, Operations Manager Lower Fitzroy

7:00pm 30 mins

Question and answer (Q&A) session followed by 
time to mingle and continue the conversation 
informally -

7:30pm - Information session ends -



Introduction & Acknowledgement of Country

Melanie Sutton, Operations Manager Lower Fitzroy





Rookwood Weir (Managibei Gamu) operations

Melanie Sutton, Operations Manager Lower Fitzroy



Operational updates
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Operational update
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Storage level information: https://www.sunwater.com.au/schemes/Rookwood-Weir/

https://www.sunwater.com.au/schemes/Rookwood-Weir/
https://www.sunwater.com.au/schemes/Rookwood-Weir/
https://www.sunwater.com.au/schemes/Rookwood-Weir/


Rookwood Weir environmental program

Emma Owbridge, Senior Environmental Business Partner and 
Paddy Kehoe, Environmental Advisor



Environmental program overview
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• Program ensures compliance with environmental approval 
conditions set by the Australian and Queensland governments

Focus areas:

• feral pest management

• water quality monitoring

• turtle monitoring and nest protection

• fish monitoring

Program benefits:

• supports landholders’ in reducing feral pests

• improves riverbank areas

• enables early detection of water quality issues

• protects native turtle species and their habitats

• maintains fish and turtle movements around the weir
Rookwood Weir (Managibei Gamu) and the Fitzroy River

Rookwood Weir Water Supply Scheme information session



Feral pest management
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September 2025 aerial cull operation - photo from Parker 
Helicopters 

Activity Details

Camera 
monitoring

• Since operations began, we’ve worked with landholders to 
conduct camera surveys in and around turtle nesting sites on 
the Fitzroy and Mackenzie rivers

• Trial cameras installed on landholder properties in Q4 2024 for 
3-5 months

• Target pest species identified at all sites

Aerial shooting • Conducted twice yearly via helicopter

• September 2025 cull: 67 feral pigs and two wild dogs

Baiting • Scheduled twice yearly along riverbanks

• 80% baits taken during recent baiting work
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Feral pest management look ahead
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• Pest control: aerial culls and baiting - planned for April/May
and Aug/Sept 2026, targeting pests near turtle nesting sites. 
Priority areas will be based on recent survey data.

• If your property is within 2km of the riverbanks and you’re 
happy to provide access, please contact our Environment 
Team at Rookwoodenvironment@sunwater.com.au

• Ongoing monitoring: cameras continue to provide valuable 
insights into feral pest movements.

• If we already have an access agreement with you, we’ll notify 
you before any work begins. 

mailto:Rookwoodenvironment@sunwater.com.au
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Turtle monitoring and nest protection

• Our team is working to protect the vulnerable 
Fitzroy River Turtle and critically endangered 
White-throated Snapping Turtle

Key activities:

• identifying potential nest sites

• trapping and tagging 

• monitoring turtle movements

2025 outcomes:

• 272 turtles checked 

• 42 turtles newly tagged 

• 217 eggs protected through nest protection

Turtle nest protection enclosureTurtle eggs
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Turtle monitoring and nest protection area
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• Sunwater conducts monthly water quality monitoring, as required under its 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act approvals

• Monthly water quality monitoring continues within the Fitzroy River 
catchment from Boolburra and Apis creek crossings downstream to 
Rockhampton

• As of September, all results have been normal. Results are published on our 
website: www.sunwater.com.au/customer/water-quality/

• Access to the river – mostly via public sites

• Work continues with Central Queensland University (CQU) to build an  
understanding of water quality and assess opportunities for improved 
monitoring and management options

o CQU Masters student is studying algae present to better understand 
water quality in the Fitzroy River

o Replacement of monitoring buoy at Riverslea

Water quality monitoring

Rookwood Weir Water Supply Scheme information session

Sunwater team member assisting CQU with replacement of 
the monitoring buoy at Riverslea

https://www.sunwater.com.au/customer/water-quality/
https://www.sunwater.com.au/customer/water-quality/
https://www.sunwater.com.au/customer/water-quality/


Fish monitoring
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• Our infrastructure supports migration of fish up and down stream

• Early results indicate fish are using the fish lock at Rookwood Weir 
(Managibei Gamu) and new fishway at the Fitzroy Barrage

Recent activities:

• Fish monitoring and tagging upstream and downstream of the weir 
to assess population diversity and fish passage effectiveness at the 
weir and Fitzroy Barrage

• Juvenile barramundi grown at Rockhampton High School’s 
aquaculture facility have been passive integrated transponder (PIT) 
tagged so we can see if they pass through the barrage, Eden Bann 
and the weir 
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This spotted saratoga was the largest fish captured at Rookwood Weir during June 2025 works.

The three most common 
species recorded at the 
weir in 2025: bony 
bream (top left), sleepy 
cod (top right), and 
tilapia (bottom).



Water lettuce

Emma Owbridge, Senior Environmental Business Partner and
Paddy Kehoe, Environmental Advisor
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Water lettuce

Background:

• 2024 – water lettuce observed upstream of Rookwood Weir 
(Managibei Gamu) for the first time . Possible spread from 
further upstream

• Rapid growth likely due to extended low flows and warm 
weather with low weevil activity (CSIRO advice)

Recent and upcoming activities:

• Weevil breeding facility established onsite at Rookwood 
Weir (Managibei Gamu) earlier this year

• Weevils will be released at strategic locations upstream of 
the weir over the coming months to ensure rapid population 
growth and the establishment of a permanent weevil 
population in the upper catchment

Lower Mackenzie-Dawson River Confluence

Rookwood Weir Water Supply Scheme information session

Weevil breeding facility at the weir

Water lettuce weevils



Community engagement

Melanie Sutton, Operations Manager Lower Fitzroy
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Recent and upcoming activities:

• Rookwood Weir Social Impact Management Report – Year 5

o details how Sunwater is addressing the social impacts of 
the weir construction, as required by the Coordinator-
General's conditions of approval

o the report is due for release in December 2025 and will 
be available at: 
www.sunwater.com.au/schemes/Rookwood-Weir/

• 2026 information session

o our next session will be held in March 2026, ahead of the 
start of feral pest management activities

o these annual sessions are a chance to stay informed, ask 
questions and get involved

o your input matters: what topics would you like us to 
cover?

Community engagement

Rookwood Weir Water Supply Scheme information session

https://www.sunwater.com.au/schemes/Rookwood-Weir/
https://www.sunwater.com.au/schemes/Rookwood-Weir/
https://www.sunwater.com.au/schemes/Rookwood-Weir/


Q&A session





Useful 
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Unedited, old slides below (won’t be shown)
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Feral pest management update 
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• Since operations commenced, we have worked with landholders to 
conduct camera trap surveys in and around turtle nesting sites on the 
Fitzroy and Mackenzie rivers

Key outcomes to date:

• Trial cameras installed on landholder properties in Q4 2024 for 3-5 months

• Multiple target pest species identified at all sites

o monitoring – cameras to monitor feral pest movement

o aerial shooting – by helicopters, occurs twice yearly, noting an additional 
shoot in Q2 2025 is desired to start the program strong

o baiting – occurs twice yearly along riverbanks, aiming to start in Q3 2025

• 67 feral pigs & 2 wild dogs culled in Sept 2025 aerial cull

• 80% baits taken during Baiting works

Future works:

• Aerial culls and baiting will be occurring in April/May and Aug/Sept 2026.

• Camera monitoring is ongoing

Rookwood Weir Water Supply Scheme information session

Photo from Parker Helicopters of aerial cull operation
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Ongoing activities:

• Planning underway to commence activities, which include:

• Data from last year’s surveys is helping to plan priority sites

• If we have an access agreement with you and need access, we will notify you before work starts

• If you're keen to get involved, get in touch via RookwoodEnvironment@sunwater.com.au

Feral pest management update cont. 

Rookwood Weir Water Supply Scheme information session

mailto:RookwoodEnvironment@sunwater.com.au
mailto:rookwoodenvironment@sunwater.com.au


Fish monitoring update
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• Our infrastructure supports migration of fish up and down 
stream

• Early results indicate fish are migrating up and down stream 
using the Rookwood fish lock and new fishway at the 
Fitzroy Barrage

2025 planned activities:

• We continue to monitor and tag fish upstream and 
downstream of the weir to assess population diversity, and 
the effectiveness of the fish passages located at the weir 
and the Fitzroy Barrage

• Juvenile barramundi grown at the Rocky High School 
aquaculture facility have been PIT tagged, so we can see if 
they pass through the barrage, Eden Bann and Rookwood. 

Rookwood Weir Water Supply Scheme information session

This Southern saratoga was the largest fish captured at Rookwood Weir during June 2025 works.

The three most common 
species recorded in the 
Rookwood Weir 
Impoundment in 2025: 
bony bream (top left), 
sleepy cod (top right), 
and tilapia (bottom).
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Water lettuce update 

Current works

• Weevil breeding facility is established at 
Rookwood Weir and maintenance ongoing

• Weevils are released as needed during 
suitable weather conditions.

Lower Mackenzie-Dawson River Confluence

Upper Fitzroy River (Pocket / Yarra Road)

Rookwood Weir Water Supply Scheme information session

Weevil breeding facility at Rookwood Weir.

Water lettuce weevils.
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