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This is a high-level summary of the meeting for PDRG members to share with their networks. It provides a 
summary of agenda items, discussion points, and meeting actions.  

 
Agenda Item  Discussion Points  

Welcome to 
Country 

• Welcome to Country provided by Elder Chris Thiesfield  

Member and 
Sunwater team 
introductions 

• Independent Chair, Renee Madsen introduced  
• Members introduced themselves and offered their views on how to make meetings most 

effective for them  

PDRG Role  • Draft Terms of Reference (ToR) noted  
• Meeting logistics, timing and location preferences discussed  
• Suggested future agenda topics: 

o Evolution Mining pumped hydro plans  
o Consideration of a pipeline between the Burnett River and Fred Haigh Dam. This 

feedback has been raised with the Bundaberg and Burnett Regional Water Assessment 
Stakeholder Advisory Group. 

Paradise Dam 
Improvement 
Project (PDIP)  

• Overview of required Scope of Work  
• Consultants appointed to date – Jacobs for geotechnical work and GHD for the reference 

design  
• Current focus – resourcing the project team, site works, additional geotechnical 

investigations, enabling works, progressing design, approvals requirements, commercial 
planning  

• Enabling works include road upgrades to facilitate 1 million tonnes of aggregate to be 
transported to site  

• Smaller scale physical model to be developed   
• Industry briefings planned for tier one contractors 
• More information will be shared about opportunities for local businesses as planning 

progresses  
• Local road upgrades are scheduled to commence in 2023, with site establishment works  

scheduled to commence in 2024 and then the main dam works will commence 
• A detailed schedule will be developed once alliance is formed and design and work methods 

have progressed 
• The expected life of the dam is 100 years 

Water sale 
considerations  

• Sunwater made a commitment to revisit water-sharing rules once a decision on the future of 
Paradise Dam was made 

• Hydrologic modelling has been conducted to determine volumes that could be released from 
quarantine and the impact on Announced Allocations under various scenarios 

• Maximum volume that could be released from quarantine and made available for sale before 
PDIP is completed, while meeting water security objectives, is 14,000 ML  

• Members to consider the information presented and seek feedback from their networks  
• No rush to make any decisions about changes to water-sharing rules or permanent water 

sales 
• Sunwater to undertake broader customer engagement prior to any changes  
• Current rules maximise Announced Allocations for customers during the project  

Other business  • Sunwater will list PDRG membership on its website 
• Request to have a public viewing platform during the construction works at the dam will be 

further considered before site works commence  

Next meeting – to be confirmed.    
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Action   Responsibility  
1 Read the draft ToR and advise any concerns prior to the next meeting 

where they will be ratified 
Members 

2 Prepare a brief summary of each meeting that members can share with 
the groups they represent 

Sunwater  

3 GHD to be asked to attend a future PDRG meeting to provide more 
information about the design work underway 

Sunwater  

4 Share results of the next rounds of environmental monitoring once 
available 

Sunwater 

5 Members to contact Sunwater if they have any feedback on the water sale 
options  

Members  

6 Consider Irrigator Advisory Committee and PDRG feedback and further 
engage with both groups before progressing any plans in relation to 
water-sharing rules or permanent water sales 

Sunwater  

7 Contact Sunwater if interested in an online briefing to learn more about 
water planning and the regulatory framework, and how Sunwater 
operates the scheme 

Members  

8 Advise Sunwater by exception if they have any concerns with member and 
proxy names being listed on the Sunwater website 

Members  

9 Discuss public viewing opportunities and options to enable transparency 
during site works with the PDRG prior to works commencing on site 

Sunwater  
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