
Mareeba Dimbulah Irrigation Area Council 
 
MINUTES OF MEETING – 6 September 2017 

 

 

Meeting opened at 10.09am 
 

Present: 
Attendees Representation 

Joe Moro Mareeba Fruit & Vegetable Growers Association 
Bronwyn Dwyer Secretary  
Eva Arena Barron River/Tinaroo Falls Dam Area (left.12.36pm) 
Charlie Martens SunWater Service Manager, Mareeba  
Peter Cocuzza Operations Supervisor – SunWater Mareeba 
Nigel Kelly Regional Manager Water Services – North DNRM (left: 12.53pm) 
Shaun Fassio NQ Co-op (arrived: 10.11am) 
Andrew Buckley Regional Executive Director Dept. NR&M (left: 12.53pm) 
Peter Howe Channels/Pipelines – Eastern Area  
Maryann Salvetti Tableland CANEGROWERS Ltd (left: 11.57am) 
Gerard Kath Channels/Pipelines – Central Area (left 12.27pm) 
Petrina Douglas SunWater 
Aaron Beale Senior Water Planning Advisor SunWater 

 
1. Apologies: Remo Terranova, Kylie Collins, Karen Muccignat, Evan McGrath 
 
2. Previous Minutes & Action List: 

- Minutes: Not Done 
 

- Action List: Not done 
 

 
3. Correspondence: 

- Not Done 
 

4. DNRM: 
- Barron River Environmental Flow Releases Discussion – Minister Lynham asked Andrew 
Buckley the Regional Executive Director to attend the meeting to listen to irrigators concerns on 
the Environmental Flow Releases 
- Nigel tabled and outlined the process for amending the Water Plan – The Act allows for the 
Department to amend the Plan or the Resource Operations License Holder (in this case 
SunWater) can make submission to the Department to change the Plan so long as the Plan 
objectives and outcomes are still met. 

Action: Bronwyn to scan relevant water plan documents & forward to Committee 
 

- MDIAC Position & Comments 
-  Once the area was drought declared in April 2016 it was ridiculous that medium zone releases 

were being made right through until November. Dam levels skirted just above the low zone 
threshold for much of last water year resulting in those medium zone releases. We believe 
these releases are having an impact on our announced allocation and a flow on affect to dam 
users e.g. water sports on Tinaroo. Irrigators on the Barron River have issues with pump sites 
due to the fluctuations in releases. We would like to see the thresholds for zones reviewed and 
the timing of releases. 

- The reduction in water allocation has had a significant impact on agricultural production on the 
Tableland with a $160M reduction in one year which can be attributed largely to the reduction in 
water allocation.  

- We understand that there has to be environmental flows for true environmental purposes but we 
are not happy for water to be released for downstream users who do not contribute financially to 
the dam 

- The zones are only calculated and releases adjusted monthly. This means that even if we did 
fall into a different zone a few days into the month releases are not adjusted until the next 
month which wastes water. 



Mareeba Dimbulah Irrigation Area Council 
 
MINUTES OF MEETING – 6 September 2017 

 

 

- Businesses in town are also worried about the water releases as the financial impact on farmers 
will flow onto the business in the towns. 

- There is a perception by the community that flows must be being let out for Stanwell and 
another common comment which we strongly agree with is that the releases are not mimicking 
nature. How can the release be more than what is flowing into the dam? 

- We are concerned that these releases and the back lash from the community is undermining the 
Plan.  

- We do not accept the Department’s position that the modelling shows there is not a great 
material benefit to open the plan for Review. Any additional water allows for more area to be 
irrigated and this irrigation allows for continued employment in our community. 

-  Our Position is still that we want a review of the environmental flow release thresholds & timing  
 

DNR&M Comments 
- The next scheduled Plan review must be completed by 2022  
- Data in the current model was only up to 2004 so updated data should be included in any new 

modelling.  
- Based on the modelling undertaken at the request of the Minister there is not enough evidence 

of there being a material benefit in opening up the Plan to a full review. 
- There may be other reasons in the near future (e.g. Nullinga or modernisation) to trigger a 

review and once open for review the environmental flows could be included 
- If there was compelling evidence presented that would give us confidence of there being a 

material benefit to open the Plan the Department would consider it 
 

5. SunWater: 
 - Announced Allocation – No change for September. 66% for Medium Priority & 100% for High 

Priority. In between quarters when meters are not read we do not have exact usage to plug into 
the calculation. The 1 October calculation should be carried out using actual water usage figures. 
- Modernisation Project Update – Official reply from Federal Government saying the project was 
assessed as ‘Not Suitable’.  Reasons being that the project is not ‘shovel ready’ at this time, the 
project wasn’t considered to represent value for money for the Australian Government, there is a 
level of uncertainty around design & water savings that would be achieved requiring 
contingencies of around 20% and an overall low public benefit with proposed project providing 
mainly private benefit for existing farm businesses in the scheme and the QLD Government as 
owners of SunWater.  
 - SunWater has until the 21st September to resubmit and is in the process of addressing the 
areas of concern.  
- MDIACouncil – would SunWater like us to make representation to the Australian Government by 
way of letter of support? 

Action: Charlie to ask SunWater whether they would like the MDIACouncil to write a letter of 
support 

- Resource Operations Licence Changes – Tabled and went through presentation  
- Water Capacity Sharing Presentation – Tabled and went through presentation 

 - If irrigators in this area were keen to progress with Capacity Sharing SunWater would have to 
carry out preliminary modelling to see how many irrigators you would require to move to 
capacity sharing for it to be able to work. Would need to develop rules around it. Administration 
costs of Capacity sharing is a lot more expensive the Announced Allocation method. 
 LMA - In St George Capacity Sharing is going to stay with the bulk supplier (SunWater) to 
calculate and manage  
- MDIACouncil will consider holding a capacity sharing presentation with the 33 large irrigators 

Action: Bronwyn to put Irrigator Capacity Sharing Presentation on agenda for next meeting 
- Carryover – Tabled and went through presentation 

- What is the logic behind cutting carryover once the dam starts spilling instead of when it stops 
spilling? SunWater: think it has something to do with detrimentally affecting the environmental 
objectives of the Plan 
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6.  LMA Update 
 
7. Other Business:  

- SunWater is holding a Tinaroo Public Open Day on Sat 21st October at the lookout at 10am 
- Tree Clearing at Tinaroo – SunWater has been talking with TRC, ski clubs, QPS etc regarding 

tree clearing. Currently tree clearing is illegal and is reported to the Police.  
- SunWater is currently in the process of putting some protocols in place and an approvals 
system for controlled, safe clearing that will allow some tree clearing. Any trees cleared must be 
removed.  
- Irrigation customers will not be paying for any of this  
- Thanks to Joe for his comments on 4CA you got the point across well.  

- If a water entitlement holder no longer owns land but still holds water entitlement do they still 
have a supply contract with SunWater? If so can they keep that indefinitely? 

Action: Charlie to provide answer on supply contracts for water entitlement holders not owning 
land at the next meeting 

- The SunWater Customer Service Charter has been revamped and rebranded to a Customer 
Service Commitment – Tabled new document for the Committee to provide feedback 

Action: Bronwyn to put SunWater Customer Service Commitment on agenda for next meeting  
 
 

8.  Next Meeting Date & Agenda Items:  2017 at 10am in the Tableland 
CANEGROWERS Boardroom 

  
Meeting closed: 12.55pm
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Agenda No. Action Who By When Status 

17Apr15 2.7 
Put Termination Fees on agenda for next 
price Path Bronwyn Next price path  

6Jun174.1.1 
Review bulk cost sharing by hydro, 
industrial & urban at next bulk price path  Bronwyn Next price path  

6Jun174.1.2 
Review bulk costs associated with dam 
safety at next bulk price path Bronwyn Next price path  

6Jun17 5.5 
Include water harvesting as item for next 
Resource Planning Review Bronwyn 

Next Resource 
Plan review  

6Sep17 4.1 
Scan Water Plan documents & forward to 
Committee Bronwyn 7.9.17  

6Sep17 5.1 

Ask SunWater whether they would like a 
letter of support from MDIACouncil for 
Modernisation Charlie Sep-17  

6Sep17 5.2 
Put Irrigator Capacity Sharing Presentation 
on agenda for next meeting Bronwyn Next Mtg  

6Sep17 7.1 

Provide answer on supply contracts for 
water entitlement holders not owning land 
at next meeting Charlie Next Mtg  

6Sep17 7.2 
Put SunWater Customer Service 
Commitment on agenda for next meeting Bronwyn   

 
































